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never forgot this human action, coming as it did at a
time when she was worn out after a week's violent
activity followed by the strain of solitary confinement.
She always wanted to thank him, but did not know
how to find him and could not make inquiries lest she
should get him into trouble.
Constance was not allowed legal aid at her trial.
Mr. Gavan Duffy, in the face of the greatest difficulties,
went over to Dublin, and he and Mr. T. M. Healy, K.C.,
interviewed the officials, but they could not get per-
mission to appear for her and they came away feeling
that the military authorities meant to take her life.
What Constance, in common with all the Irish prisoners,
owed to George and Margaret Gavan Duffy it is im-
possible to put into words. They literally gave up
everything for the prisoners and earned the love and
gratitude of all of us. Mr. Healy's Letters and Leaders
of my Day show how deeply he too felt the sufferings
of those who had taken part in the Rebellion. I know
from personal experience how constantly he helped
the sufferers of Easter Week.
Indeed, I think in England too, all men of goodwill
came to sympathize even where they most deeply dis-
agreed. The executions at Kilmainham and Penton-
ville were the worst days' work ever done by England
to Ireland. Irish people who had taken no part in the
revolt became permanently embittered and utterly
alienated; before long the whole country was against
English rule. The loss to Ireland of these rare spirits
was tragic in the extreme. What might not these
Republican leaders have done in the rebuilding of Irish
life—for education, for the industrial movement, for
foreign relations, for peace between the nations.
Instead of this, all the wisdom and experience of the
leaders were thrown wantonly away. It was a tragedy,
but it was also a crime on the part of the English

